CANCION EDITORIAL ON CONNECT THE CARIBBEAN (CTC)
There is still a lot of work to be done before the Connect the Caribbean

Initiative (CCI) comes to fruition. The good news is that the work towards establishing the proper framework has already begun.

In this regard the first face to face meeting took place over two days at the end of January, in Paramaribo, Suriname.  The meeting was attended by

CANTO members and representatives from other stakeholders such as Caribbean

Telecommunications Union (CTU), CARICOM Secretariat, International Telecommunications Union (ITU) and the University of the West Indies (St. Augustine) and other stakeholder.  The objective of the meeting was to bring together regional stakeholders and other persons of like mind to develop a workable framework towards achieving  the goal set by the World Summit on Information Society (WSIS) to "Connect the Unconnected by 2015".

There are already several good initiatives across the Caribbean towards achieving connectivity but these must be documented and shared.  CTC will work as a partnership of peer institutions with a common commitment to connecting the Caribbean. The partnership will operate as collaboration of independent but mutually supportive peer institutions. Those entities which are interested in CTC would have to register in order to participate in the Initiative.

A shared vision for Caribbean development and the advancement of the region's people is the key principle which underlies the Connect the Caribbean Initiative.  A Connected Caribbean is one in which its people, institutions and Systems are connected through the strengthening of the ties that bind such as physiological, economic and knowledge sharing.  The technology aspect would also have to fall in line through systems such as affordable broadband internet connectivity and the application of ICT to inter alia: services national archives (regional), regional security and social delivery.

Already a wealth of information has been put together and documented with the aim of providing information to start the process of arriving at an agreed framework for the Initiative.  Already on the table is the ITU's Connect the World Initiative designed to encourage collaboration and coordination as well as showcase ICT development efforts to achieve the connectivity goals of WSIS through Connect the World. ITU is working with partners to mobilize the human, financial and the technical resources required to expand the development of ICT infrastructure, connectivity and access.

One of the key factors to ensuring the success of CTC however must be the development of the CTC Portal, which will be developed as the key vehicle for communication with existing partner infrastructure being used to support the communication infrastructure needed. Some of the other enablers would include supporting legislation and harmonization in regulations and policies, commitment of stakeholders, government support, strengthening of political will, education initiatives, intra-regional movement of goods and people, to name just a few.

The outcomes of the Suriname meeting were presented at the CTU meeting held in Bermuda, February 28 and 29.  The Secretariat has since taken the decision to defer the Nassau Summit. Instead the major launch for the project will coincide with the Connect Americas Summit which the ITU intends to hold in 2009 or 2010, in conjunction with the various regional stakeholders including CANTO. Instead CANTO will continue with its programme and use the occasion of the 24th Annual Conference and Trade Exhibition to present the completed framework, update on progress with a focus on the database, regional ICT indicators and development of the CTC Website, get commitment from regional ministers with responsibility for ICT development, highlight the social and economic impact of a selected ICT project and partner with Nortel on Caribbean OLPC Project.

CANTO keenly looks forward to development of the CTC roundtable meeting of Caribbean Telecommunication/ICT Ministers and CANTO Member CEOs to obtain commitment and channel the advancement of this Project for the region at the 24th Annual Trade and Exhibition Conference to be held on Monday the 14th of July 2008 at Atlantis Hotel, Paradise Island, in The Bahamas. 
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