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Executive Summary  

The CSR Committee was convened in response to the increasing desire by stakeholders in the dynamic 

and ever evolving ICT market to achieve a balance between business and social responsible interests.  

This paper is the first output from the CSR team and its objectives are to raise awareness and 

recommend best practice solutions to the environmentally sound disposal and management of end-of-

life mobile handsets and equipment. It draws heavily on the environmental standards established under 

the Basel Convention, to which many Caribbean countries are Parties. 

The Caribbean mobile market space continues to grow bringing with it increasing e-waste products. It 

was determined that there was little immediate focus on the issues surrounding the environmentally 

sound management of end-of-life mobile handsets and equipment.  Providers generally rely on third- 

party disposal but few clear policies are in place to manage this.  

Going forward, the team recommends that a common Regional approach should be developed, 

promoted and adopted. This would include increasing awareness of the potential hazardous implications 

of e-waste and the development of best practices facilitating additional steps such as collection and 

channelling of mobile handsets and equipment to environmentally sound management facilities within 

the region.  CANTO and its CSR Committee, alongside the Basel Convention Regional Centre for the 

Caribbean, stand ready and willing to assist and collaborate with regional stakeholders to develop 

sustainable solutions for the ICT sector. 
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1.0 Definitions  

Basel Convention ɀ The Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous 

Wastes and their Disposal has as its overarching purpose the protection of "human health and the 

environment against the adverse effects of hazardous and other wastes". To date there are 181 Parties 

to the treaty and in the Caribbean region these include: Antigua & Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, 

Cuba, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Guyana, Jamaica, St. Kitts & Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent & the 

Grenadines, Suriname and Trinidad & Tobago. 

Key among its objectives is to control the transboundary movement of hazardous wastes and ensure 

their environmentally sound management or disposal. The Mobile Phone Partnership Initiative (MPPI) 

was developed and implemented under the Basel Convention to fulfil the objectives of the Convention 

with respect to the ESM of mobile handsets. 

 
End-of-Life (or EoL) Mobile Handset (or Phone) ɀ A mobile handset that is no longer suitable for 

use, or may not be up to the required specification, and is destined for disassembly and recovery of 

spare parts, material recovery and recycling or for final disposal. 

 
Environmentally Sound Management (ESM) ɀ Taking all practicable steps to ensure that used and 

EOL products and wastes are managed in a manner which protects human health and the environment. 

 
Equipment / Components ɀ This refers to parts or items removed from used mobile handsets, which 

may include batteries, chargers and any additional mobile handset accessory or equipment which 

permits the mobile handset to function or further enhances the device. 

 
Transboundary Movement  (TBM) ɀ Any movement of wastes from an area under the national 

jurisdiction of one State to or through any area that is under the national jurisdiction of another State or 

not under the national jurisdiction of any State, provided that at least two States are involved in the 

movement. It includes a system of prior informed consent between the involved States, labelling and 

record keeping of that which is considered to be a waste in the interest of public and environmental 

safety. 


