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Opening Ceremony 
26th July, 2015

Miami, Florida 
· The  Rt. Hon Perry Gladstone Christie, Prime Minister of The Commonwealth of the Bahamas 

· Hon. Ministers of ICT for the Caribbean
· Board of  Directors of CANTO
· Senior Government Officials 
Good evening ladies and gentlemen and welcome to CANTO’s  31st  Annual Conference and Trade Exhibition here at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Miami Florida. This promises to be a very interesting and enlightening conference with a very high number of registered participants. We are pleased to welcome the Prime Minister of The Bahamas 15 Ministers and over 72 exhibitors among the approximately 500 persons registered for this conference. That makes this conference one of the largest CANTO annual conferences.

It is also at this conference and at this time that I wish to inform you, ladies and gentlemen, that I will be stepping down as CANTO Secretary-General, so this will be my last conference in this position. I will be leaving CANTO very satisfied with my achievements and the progress of the organization during my tenure.

It has been a pleasure and a privilege to serve the Caribbean ICT sector, leading this important Caribbean organization for the last 11 years. When I started my tenure as CANTO Secretary-General, I took into consideration the great work done by my predecessors in building CANTO into an important Caribbean organization. One of my main areas of focus was to build on previous achievements and continue to improve and strengthen the organization so that it continues to be recognized as one of the most important ICT organizations in our region, if not globally.

Given the dynamic nature of the ICT sector, it was important to have representatives from different ICT disciplines as CANTO members. Our very strong membership drive resulted in a membership growth of some 400% over the last ten years.

CANTO’s membership now includes all regional (Caribbean) operators, other Caribbean operators, equipment suppliers, service providers, regulators, government ministries, educational institutions and consultants, among others.  While expanding its membership base and diversifying its activities, CANTO also examined its own structure and methods of operation and made the necessary adjustments to ensure that the organization remains relevant and capable of catering to the needs of its members. In this regard CANTO maintained seven Working Committees.

By increasing our membership it was necessary to ensure that members are satisfied. Therefore CANTO ensured that there were always opportunities for interaction between operators, governments, regulators, other ICT organizations and all ICT stakeholders. During the last eleven years CANTO has continued to strengthen cooperation and collaboration with major players in the ICT sector. These include the ITU, CTU, CARICOM, UWI, ECTEL, ECLAC, CARARI, ISOC, LAUREATE, the BCRC and IDB among others. At this time CANTO is in the process of executing a major IDB project aimed at facilitating broadband rollout in the Caribbean.

Two of the areas in which I am particularly interested are Women in ICTs and Youth in ICTs. I believe that these are two segments of the Caribbean population that need to have greater involvement in the ICT sector. With respect to women in ICTs, we created the Women in ICTs Forum whose name has now been changed to Caribbean Women in ICTs (CWIC). This year’s event will be looking at the impact of ICTs in empowering women in the region. We normally have a lot of men at those sessions and we expect to have them again this year.

In CANTO we believe that there must always be a good relationship with our young people who are our future leaders. Therefore, we created events such as the i-Create e-Content competition and the CANTO Youth Forum and the 1ST Regional Hackathon at this Conference. We are already seeing important developments by our youth and we will continue to encourage and guide them.

For an organization like CANTO to grow and be successful, while serving its members, it is necessary to have a periodic introspective review, examine and modify as necessary its vision, mission and strategy, based on the core values of the organization, the needs of its members and technological developments.  CANTO has undertaken these activities and is therefore ensuring that its objectives are achieved, its members are satisfied and it continues to be relevant to the world of ICT.

This year’s Conference and Trade Exhibition promises to be very interesting and informative and we look forward to strong participation in the conference and the exhibition. The theme this year is Improving Lives through Broadband Innovation. We will have an opportunity to listen to the views of governments through Prime Minister Perry Christie and then through several Ministers who will participate in the Ministerial Roundtable. The Regulators Forum and the Operators Forum will continue to provide valuable information to participants. Subjects such as Over-the-Top operators and spectrum requirements for Caribbean operators, needed to expand broadband operations, will also provide useful information.

As I close my final Opening Remarks as CANTO Secretary-General I wish to thank everyone who has assisted me throughout my tenure at CANTO. First on the list will be the fantastic CANTO Secretariat staff who stood by me through thick and thin and provided me with the best support I could ever want. I want to thank all the Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen, Board members and Committee Chairs who stood beside me and worked with me as we moved CANTO forward.  Then of course, there can be no organization without members and so a big thank you to all CANTO members for their support over the years. 

Once again a big thank you to everyone for your support of CANTO and welcome to this year’s Conference and Trade Exhibition. Goodbye from me as CANTO Secretary-General and God bless you all.
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