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Terms of Reference

1. To keep abreast of developments in member countries
2. To priortise issues and concerns of members related to regulatory developments and emerging technologies
3. Develop CANTO’s position on emerging issues for approval by the Board
4. Identify areas for capacity development
Core Team Members:
Core Team Members are operators who attend meetings regularly. These operators and their representatives are:

Melesia Sutherland Campbell (Chair) – LIME

Mr. Delreo Newman


- ATN

Rafael Marin 



- BTL

Ed Duke



- TSTT

Opal Neil 



- Columbus Communications

Andrew Gorton


- Digicel

Julian Wilkins



- Digicel

Regenie Fraser


- CANTO
Number of Meetings Held in 2013: four (4)
Broadband and Spectrum Focus

The Committee continued its focus on spectrum and broadband because these are the priority areas for our members. Broadband is offered by operators using mobile, wireless and fixed infrastructure and the operators are concerned about having spectrum released in sufficient quantities and at affordable prices to support broadband rollout. 

In this regard in May 2013, the Board approved the Paper submitted by the Committee titled ‘Incentivising Investment in Broadband in the Caribbean’.As a reminder, the industry requested:
· Import Duty Relief

· Consumption Tax Relief and Tax Credits

· Reduced Licence Fees or Licence Fee Waivers for a specific period

· Use of Universal Service Funds

· Resourcing

· More Government Services Online 

The Committee is pleased to have delivered this Policy Position as requested by the Ministers at CANTO 2012. The Secretary General  advised that the Paper has been circulated to all Ministers who  attendedCANTO 2013.
 An Action Plan has been developed by the Committee bywhich proposes that a small, multi company group engage policymakers with regards to arriving at agreement on implementation of the incentives and that this group be supported at the highest level in each Company.

In the last Committee Meeting held on November 29, 2013, it was agreed that the committee members would take the Broadband Incentive Paper to the management of their Company to gain buy-in for the Action Plan and get directions from their Company on the preferred approach within the parameters of the Policy Paper. The various company positions are to be circulated by January 22, 2013and would be discussed at the Committee meeting scheduled for January 26, 2014 at the CANTO 30th AGM. 
It was also proposed that the Committee would identify the conferences that ministers will be attending in the first  six (6) months of 2014 and use those specific opportunities to present CANTO’s proposals for increasing broadband penetration. The first meeting identified is the Caribbean Telecommunications Union (CTU) Ministerial meeting in May 2014.

Since the Committee met in November 2013, opportunities have arisen to advocate on broadband incentives for the industry. At ICT week in early December 2013, a partnership between the Government of Jamaica and the Caribbean Telecommunications Union, the proposed broadband incentives were presented from the floor. Minister Phillip Paulwell, of Jamaica, expressed interest in receiving the Paper. 

On 17 January 2014 the Paper was presented at the CARICOM IC T Minister’s forum in Grenada by Angus Steele, General Manager, LIME, Grenada on behalf of CANTO. The Paper was well received. In the ‘Written Presentation to CANTO AGM’ prepared by the CARICOM Secretariat it is stated that‘….the Ministers urged CARICOM Secretariat to accept the offer made by CANTO (through Mr. Steele) – in his presentation on “Incentivising Broadband…” (Please see attachment with report on this item from the Officials Meeting).  In this regard, the statement and invitation by CANTO to co-host a public /private sector meeting was welcome and well received…’

At the Committee meeting held at the 30th AGM, the Committee was updated on developments on the Broadband Incentive paper by the Chair and the Secretary General. The Secretary General advised that the Prime Minister of Grenada had encouraged the Caricom Secretariat to work with CANTO to make the broadband incentive proposal a reality. The Secretary General also updated the Committee on the Single Caricom ICT Space, using the OECS model. The public / private partnership between Caricom/ CANTO will see the first meeting being held at the Annual CANTO Conference and Trade show to be held in the Bahamas in August 2014.
The following actions were agreed in the meeting:
1. The CANTO Secretariat will publish on its website all the approved papers of the Committee.

2. CANTO will review and complete cover letter to accompany paper on broadband to ministers represented by its membership. Cover letter will let Ministers know that Paper is under consideration by Caricom ICT ministers. The Chair will present the draft to the secretariat. Follow-up with ministers to be done by committee members in- country. 
The following is the proposed workplanfor 2014:

1. Finalisation of Paper on ‘Transparency of Regulators’ Budget’. Will discuss status with Board.

2. Implementation of Broadband Incentive papers. 

3. Industry preparation for World Radio Conference 2015.

4. Position Paper on Spamming

5. Industry position on tracking stolen phones.

6. Policy review and refresh of approach to regulating over-the-top operators.
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