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Ladies and gentlemen, Good Evening!

 A warm welcome to all of you joining us at the 31st Annual Conference and Trade Exhibition today. I especially thank the CANTO Chairman and his team for inviting me to say a few words on behalf of Huawei Technologies at this Conference. 

We are very happy for the opportunity to be the Headline Sponsor of this event. This is our fourth year as a Sponsor and we are proud to continue to support the goals of the CANTO Conference and Expo this year to:

1. Provide a better understanding of the ICT Sector in the Caribbean, particularly progress with broadband rollout; and

2. Discuss and find real solutions to “Improving Lives Through Broadband Innovation” in this region.

Being here makes me feel at home. Not only because we have been an active sponsor and participant for many years at the CANTO Conference, but also because in the past 15 years, Huawei has been working with many partners across the Caribbean region and has grown from a new market entrant into a trusted partner of major operators.

So, it is a great pleasure to see so many old friends here, and many new friends also joining us. I hope you will have a pleasant and fruitful experience here.

Today, as we think about the reason we are all here, I'd like to take this opportunity to share some of Huawei’s ideas about the future; about “Improving lives through broadband innovation” for all Caribbean people.

The Caribbean has more than 7000 islands, and they are isolated between each other geographically, so, too, are the people who live on them. Nevertheless, we now embrace a new era of global innovation, powered by far-reaching connectivity.

At Huawei, we believe that broadband connectivity inspires and satisfies the emotional needs of people. The human need to connect by communication is just the tip of the iceberg; the remainder – emotional needs – is beneath the water. In a connected world, ubiquitous connectivity and easy-to-use smart applications are able to catalyze the ever-growing traffic demands that lie beneath the water. Once these capabilities are built, virtual reality will allow users to virtually experience a fullness of communication that is impossible in the physical world. Virtual reality will give the experience of "What you see is what you get." 

Moreover, broadband connection drives new business models, updates traditional industries and improves the way we do business across the Caribbean.  For example, broadband-based e-governance, e-education, and e-health solutions greatly extend the scope of government services as well as quality education and healthcare resources. 

Broadband also makes it possible to gather global research resources, which drives both product development and innovation.

Connectivity also creates tremendous business opportunities; Research reveals that broadband connectivity plays a more important role than any other ICT technology in promoting regional socioeconomic development. According to statistics by the World Bank, a 10 percent increase in broadband penetration increases GDP by 1.38 percent. The growing penetration of broadband access enables people in remote areas to experience a connected life, laying the foundation for bridging the digital divide. The innovation efficiency of countries with higher broadband penetration is 15 times that of countries with lower broadband penetration. Broadband development also influences productivity: specifically, it can lead to an increase of 5 percent in manufacturing, 20 percent in information services, and 10 percent in services. In addition, broadband development will create more job opportunities. A 10 percent increase in broadband penetration increases the employment rate by 2 to 3 percent.

At Huawei, it is our vision to use all available technology to “Build a Better Connected World”. We hope that connectivity will become as natural to our lives as air and water, becoming so ubiquitous that we will not even think about its very existence.

Inspired by that, over the past 27 years, Huawei have been working on one thing: connecting more people and things. We provided products and services for one-third of the connections worldwide by the end of 2014. Moving forward, we hope to ”Build a Better Connected World” with endless possibilities. We’d like to work with the rest of the industry and society to achieve full connectivity between people, people and things, and things and things. Once everything, and everyone, are connected, there will be endless possibilities, even beyond our imagination. We want to help deliver full connectivity, to improve our work efficiency, to help different industries to transform, to bring better experience to consumers, and to facilitate the free exchange of ideas. This is the vision we have set for the future – To “Build a Better Connected World”.

Here in Caribbean, since entering the Telecom market in 2001, Huawei has worked to integrate itself into the local ecosystem. Today, we partner with all Caribbean top carriers and we have hired over 500 local employees. As more business opportunities in telecoms and technology development grows, we expect to hire an additional 500 over the next five years.

As the corporate citizen & ICT partner in the region, we aim to make new ways of life possible in the digital society of Caribbean. To embrace that, Huawei uses this opportunity to call for proactive industry policies to loosen regulations on the ICT industry and energize innovation. The government shall regard the broadband industry as an engine that drives national or regional economic growth. Public-private partnerships (PPP) should be given priority in national broadband (NBB) projects. 

In order to enable ultra-broadband connectivity for the future digital society, it is necessary to allocate additional spectrums and step up efforts to coordinate spectrum planning across the industry chain. All players in the industry chain, both upstream and downstream, should pursue collaborative innovation. They should also promote the commercial use of integrated innovative solutions to serve society with affordable ultra-broadband connectivity, and support industry convergence, transformation, and rapid development.

With the joint efforts from all parties, Huawei believes the broadband industry will continue to bloom in Caribbean. Broadband innovation will be the engine that drives improving lives.

A Better Connected World is on the horizon. We are connecting systems, businesses, cities, societies and people around the globe; improving efficiencies, transforming industries, creating better experiences for everyone and enabling free exchange of thoughts and ideas, and driving the progress of the world. 

With the exciting vision of broadband innovation in mind, I’d like to invite every guests here to visit our booth during the following several days. I hope you find Huawei in 31st Canto Annual Conference and Trade Exhibition insightful and interesting!

Thank you.

About Huawei 

Huawei is a leading global information and communications technology (ICT) solutions provider. Our aim is to enrich life and improve efficiency through a better connected world, acting as a responsible corporate citizen, innovative enabler for the information society, and collaborative contributor to the industry. Driven by customer-centric innovation and open partnerships, Huawei has established an end-to-end ICT solutions portfolio that gives customers competitive advantages in telecom and enterprise networks, devices and cloud computing. Huawei’s 170,000 employees worldwide are committed to creating maximum value for telecom operators, enterprises and consumers. Our innovative ICT solutions, products and services are used in more than 170 countries and regions, serving over one-third of the world's population. Founded in 1987, Huawei is a private company fully owned by its employees. 

For more information, please visit Huawei online at www.huawei.com or follow us on:

http://www.linkedin.com/company/Huawei

http://www.twitter.com/Huawei

http://www.facebook.com/Huawei

http://www.google.com/+Huawei

http://www.youtube.com/Huawei
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