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The Rise of Smart Cities  
and the need for a New Script.
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Plato himself said: 
“I love the Internet!”

S ilicon Valley has always been a kind of spiritual 
melting pot. Built on the foundations of ‘60s 
counterculture, it has inherited an aura of 
starry-eyed idealism. It celebrates the revolu-
tionary, the nerdy, the staunchly eccentric: from 

yoga and Zen Buddhism to veganism and transhumanism. 
Here, technology is widely viewed as a path to self-actual-
ization. Many things now considered integral to our culture 
initially took root in the fertile soil of hippie communes. In 
1968, for example, activist Steward Brand published the 
first edition of the Whole Earth Catalog, containing product 
reviews of early synthesizers and personal computers as 
well as alternative energy production methods such as 
wind and solar power. Steve Jobs called the catalog a pa-
perback version of Internet search engines. It brought the 
personal computer to hippies, who celebrated it, like LSD, 
as a technology to expand your mind. 

Outside spirituality, digital pioneers have discovered 
an abiding interest in something else, too: philosophy. 
Companies seek advice from “chief philosophy officers” 
like Andrew Taggart, who preaches the gospel of self-ex-
amination to tech elites. “Philosophers arrive on the scene 
at the moment when bullshit can no longer be tolerated.” 
“And there’s plenty of it in Silicon Valley,” says Taggart, cit-
ing the rise of growth hackers and programming “ninjas,” 
for example. Budding programmers at Stanford University 
take classes on the impact of cognitive science, philosophy 
and psychology on computing and artificial intelligence. 
Humanities scholars are now hailed as the future of techni-
cal innovation, a debate the venture capitalist Scott Hartley 
kicked off earlier this year with his book, “The Fuzzy and 
the Techie: Why the Liberal Arts Will Rule the Digital World.” 
In the future, new jobs will demand philosophical skills, 
particularly in the development of artificial intelligence.  

Technology elites are rediscovering ancient 
philosophers. Why is that?
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Goldstein: 
“Plato at the Googleplex. 
Why Philosophy Won’t Go 

Away”
Atlantic Books

ISBN: 978-1-78239-559-1

Her protagonist, Plato,  
pioneered the dialog as an 

alternative to the classic treatise. 
This approach leads philosopher 
Rebecca Newberger Goldstein 
to surprising conclusions 2,500 

years later.

Futurists like Ray Kurzweil are ultimately philosophers. And 
as technology fuses more and more with man, we will ur-
gently need critical intellectuals like Evgeny Morozov. 

Silicon Valley’s true philosophical love is Stoicism. Digi-
tal start-ups pursue the very same virtues espoused by 
Epictetus, Seneca and Marcus Aurelius: justice, temper-
ance, courage, wisdom and, most importantly, self-disci-
pline. Their credo is now “Omnia mea mecum sunt” (All of 
my things are with me). However, instead of exploring Sto-
icism’s nuanced interplay of logic, ethics, physics and cos-
mos, the emphasis is on bite-sized tidbits of wisdom aimed 
at self-improvement. Some are served up by Ryan Holiday, 
an author and former American Apparel marketing man-
ager. Book titles like “Ego is the Enemy” and “The Obstacle 
Is the Way” make plain this neo-Stoicist’s pop philosophy of 
self-discovery. On Twitter and Instagram, hundreds of thou-
sands of followers get prettily packaged pointers on man-
aging stress in the digital world: “To resist is not mere folly, 
but madness.” 

For those experts who see philosophy as not simple 
self-reflection, but a critical world view, this philosophical 
renaissance is an opportunity to explore the ways in which 
the ancient teachings dovetail with 21st century life. One 
such thinker is Rebecca Newberger Goldstein, who earned 
a PhD in philosophy at Princeton University. In her latest 
book, “Plato at the Googleplex – Why Philosophy Won’t Go 
Away,” she sends Plato on a journey through modern-day 
North America and asks readers to join her in a thought 
experiment: What would happen if Plato could see today’s 
society? If he could Google questions instead of thinking 
about them? And what happens when knowledge can be 
crowdsourced?

The 2,400-year-old Greek thinker’s ancient arguments 
collide with today’s everyday life. Goldstein, who borrows 

Networks

Essay

FOCUS

37

Ill
us

tra
tio

ns
: M

ar
io

 W
ag

ne
r, 

Ph
ot

o:
 S

te
ve

n 
Pi

nk
er

Plato himself said: 
“I love the Internet!”

S ilicon Valley has always been a kind of spiritual 
melting pot. Built on the foundations of ‘60s 
counterculture, it has inherited an aura of 
starry-eyed idealism. It celebrates the revolu-
tionary, the nerdy, the staunchly eccentric: from 

yoga and Zen Buddhism to veganism and transhumanism. 
Here, technology is widely viewed as a path to self-actual-
ization. Many things now considered integral to our culture 
initially took root in the fertile soil of hippie communes. In 
1968, for example, activist Steward Brand published the 
first edition of the Whole Earth Catalog, containing product 
reviews of early synthesizers and personal computers as 
well as alternative energy production methods such as 
wind and solar power. Steve Jobs called the catalog a pa-
perback version of Internet search engines. It brought the 
personal computer to hippies, who celebrated it, like LSD, 
as a technology to expand your mind. 

Outside spirituality, digital pioneers have discovered 
an abiding interest in something else, too: philosophy. 
Companies seek advice from “chief philosophy officers” 
like Andrew Taggart, who preaches the gospel of self-ex-
amination to tech elites. “Philosophers arrive on the scene 
at the moment when bullshit can no longer be tolerated.” 
“And there’s plenty of it in Silicon Valley,” says Taggart, cit-
ing the rise of growth hackers and programming “ninjas,” 
for example. Budding programmers at Stanford University 
take classes on the impact of cognitive science, philosophy 
and psychology on computing and artificial intelligence. 
Humanities scholars are now hailed as the future of techni-
cal innovation, a debate the venture capitalist Scott Hartley 
kicked off earlier this year with his book, “The Fuzzy and 
the Techie: Why the Liberal Arts Will Rule the Digital World.” 
In the future, new jobs will demand philosophical skills, 
particularly in the development of artificial intelligence.  

Technology elites are rediscovering ancient 
philosophers. Why is that?

COPY    Eva Book

LEAP IN TIME  
Rebecca Newberger 

Goldstein: 
“Plato at the Googleplex. 
Why Philosophy Won’t Go 

Away”
Atlantic Books

ISBN: 978-1-78239-559-1

Her protagonist, Plato,  
pioneered the dialog as an 

alternative to the classic treatise. 
This approach leads philosopher 
Rebecca Newberger Goldstein 
to surprising conclusions 2,500 

years later.

Futurists like Ray Kurzweil are ultimately philosophers. And 
as technology fuses more and more with man, we will ur-
gently need critical intellectuals like Evgeny Morozov. 

Silicon Valley’s true philosophical love is Stoicism. Digi-
tal start-ups pursue the very same virtues espoused by 
Epictetus, Seneca and Marcus Aurelius: justice, temper-
ance, courage, wisdom and, most importantly, self-disci-
pline. Their credo is now “Omnia mea mecum sunt” (All of 
my things are with me). However, instead of exploring Sto-
icism’s nuanced interplay of logic, ethics, physics and cos-
mos, the emphasis is on bite-sized tidbits of wisdom aimed 
at self-improvement. Some are served up by Ryan Holiday, 
an author and former American Apparel marketing man-
ager. Book titles like “Ego is the Enemy” and “The Obstacle 
Is the Way” make plain this neo-Stoicist’s pop philosophy of 
self-discovery. On Twitter and Instagram, hundreds of thou-
sands of followers get prettily packaged pointers on man-
aging stress in the digital world: “To resist is not mere folly, 
but madness.” 

For those experts who see philosophy as not simple 
self-reflection, but a critical world view, this philosophical 
renaissance is an opportunity to explore the ways in which 
the ancient teachings dovetail with 21st century life. One 
such thinker is Rebecca Newberger Goldstein, who earned 
a PhD in philosophy at Princeton University. In her latest 
book, “Plato at the Googleplex – Why Philosophy Won’t Go 
Away,” she sends Plato on a journey through modern-day 
North America and asks readers to join her in a thought 
experiment: What would happen if Plato could see today’s 
society? If he could Google questions instead of thinking 
about them? And what happens when knowledge can be 
crowdsourced?

The 2,400-year-old Greek thinker’s ancient arguments 
collide with today’s everyday life. Goldstein, who borrows 

Anil Sadhoeram 
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In the beginning there 
was the Word..!
!

!

!



And…!

One day the Word !
was written down…



The invention of 
writing marks the 
birth of Civilization 
as we know it  
today…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGiQaabX3_o

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGiQaabX3_o


https://www.quielclass.com/mesopotamians-invented-writing.html

https://www.ancient.eu/

First we wrote on Clay…

Source: Google Search Engines

https://www.quielclass.com/mesopotamians-invented-writing.html
https://www.ancient.eu/


…and  
now we  
write in  
Silicon  
Clouds



“With the Rise of Smart Cities  
we need next levels of cyber 

security and cybertrust… 
!

Smart City Operating System 



So the 
Big Q 

is: 
How to 
Trust 

online?



Don’t
Believe 

Fake 
Facts!

Trust me!



Next Waves of Disruption



Is Blockchain the New Clay?
Blockchain is an encrypted database that is immutable, 
decentralized, and distributed.

As a digital platform with added security benefits, it 
is seen as a grand solution for information security 

and privacy in smart cities



Hype or Real?



Blockchain Adoption

Blockchains don’t actually eliminate trust. What they do is minimize the amount of trust required from 
any single actor in the system. They do this by distributing trust among different actors in the system via 

an economic game that incentivizes actors to cooperate with the rules defined by the protocol.
https://medium.com/@preethikasireddy/eli5-what-do-we-mean-by-blockchains-are-trustless-aa420635d5f6

https://medium.com/@preethikasireddy/eli5-what-do-we-mean-by-blockchains-are-trustless-aa420635d5f6




Gartner quantifies the value of technology innovation rather than the dollars 

spent on it. The business value-add of 
blockchain will grow to slightly more than 
$176 billion by 2025, and then it will 

exceed $3.1 trillion by 
2030.

Forecast



https://www.linkedin.com/in/anilyzer/	  	  
Thanks for your time. For more info please connect:

https://www.linkedin.com/in/anilyzer/

